


= Flight Paths and Flight Practices

Except where client or staff safety is an issue, guides and pilots will choose helicopter
flight paths to maintain at least 500 m. (1640 ft.) horizontal or vertical separation
from occupied caribou habitats. This separation distance should be immediately
increased if animals occupying these habitats show any evidence of being negatively
disturbed (via “flight or fright” behaviours) by the presence of the machine.

The parties recognize that scientific evidence to support specific separation distances
between helicopters and mountain caribou is weak due to the large number of
variables that can influence the potential impact on animals (e.g. prior experience of
caribou, group size and composition, size of aircraft and approach vectors). As a
result, the parties agree to regularly review the effectiveness of the operating
procedures in relation to current scientific and management literature and to modify

separation distances (and other practices under the control of the operators) as
required. :

Guides and pilots will make all possible efforts to use regular and predictable flight

paths to minimize disruption to animals and maX|m|ze the predictability of the human
presence.

Except where staff or client safety is an issue, flight practices (speed, elevation, rate
of ascent/descent, rate of turn, etc.) will be modified in the vicinity of known caribou
habitats to minimize potential impacts. In particular, guides and pilots will choose
flight paths that avoid commonly occupied habitats and minimize the probability of
“surprise” approaches or encounters.

In all cases, known cow- ~calf groups will be completely av0|ded and the helicopters
will not be used for wildlife viewing.

» Snow-cats and Snow-cat Routes

Snowcat trails will be kept to the absolute minimum requifed to access suitable ski
terrain. Trail braiding should not occur.

Specifically, members will minimize glading or creating trails that could facilitate
snowmobile or predator access from lower elevation logging roads or clear cuts.

= Skiing

If a guide in a member company observes mountain caribou on, or in the immediate

~ vicinity of a ski run once he/she is on that run with a group, it is important to do all
necessary (within the bounds of safety) to ensure that the presence of the group does
not displace those animails. This will include any or all of the following:

» Choosing a ski line and/or pick- up that will take the group away from where the
animal is located;

= Using slopes that are steeper than those preferred by caribou;
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that may not be visible prior to starting a run and to avoid the possibility of
separating animals from each other if they are encountered;

» Holding the group until the animal(s) -has continued on its mtended path'

= Immediately contacting any following groups by radio to ensure that they use
other lines or runs to avoid any further disturbance of the animals;

= Ensuring that the incident is properly entered in the information management
system and that further skiing activities do not occur until a reconnaissance trip
can confirm that the animals are no longer in the area.

= Miscellaneous

BCHSSOA members will minimize facility development in mapped caribou habitats.

" = Keeping groups of skiers together to minimize the chances of disturbing animals ™~
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